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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this mixed-method research were to: 1) study the conditions and problems of the
management of beach volleyball for being a professional sport, 2) study the relationship between the supporting
factors and the management process of the beach volleyball for being a professional league with the sport indicators
of beach volleyball for being a professional league, and 3) propose the approaches to manage beach volleyball for
being a professional league. The sample consisted of 160 respondents. The sample size was obtained using Taro
Yamane’ formula and the participants were selected by simple random sampling. The tools for data collection were
a rating scale questionnaire and in-depth interviews with five key informants. The statistics applied in this study was
percentage, mean, standard deviation. The hypothesis was tested by Pearson’s product moment comrelation coefficient.

The research findings were as follows: 1) the conditions and problems of the management of beach volleyball for
being a professional sport comprised (1) supporting factors, which revealed that the highest mean was the aspect of personnel,
followed by the aspect of money and budget, while the lowest mean was the aspect of management, and that in tems of
equipment and information technology, there were insufficient beach volleyball courts, (2) the management process of the
beach volleyball for being a professional sport, which revealed that the highest mean was the aspect of organizing, followed
by the aspect of evaluating, while the lowest mean was the aspect of planning and the aspect of leading, (3) the sport
indicators of beach volleytall for being a professional league, which revealed that the highest mean was the aspect of welfare
followed by the aspect of competition and the aspect of sport organization, while the lowest mean was the aspect of
compensation and the aspect of communication and public relations. 2) The relationship between the supporting factors and
the management process of the beach volleyball for being a professional league with the sport indicators of beach volleyball
for being a professional league revealed that there was a positive conelation at a low level and a slishtly low level, ranging
from the highest level to the lowest level according to comelation coeffident as follows: (1) the supporting factors, the aspect
of personnel in particular, having a low correlation, the aspect of money and budget having a low correlation, the aspect of
management having a low comelation, while the aspect of equipment and information technology having a low conelation
in the opposite direction and (2) the management process of the beach volleyball for being a professional sport having a
positive comrelation at a low level indluding the aspect of organizing, the aspect of planning, the aspect of evaluation and the
aspect of leading, respectively. And 3) the proposed approaches to manage beach volleyball for being a professional sport
consisted of (1) fadilitating the supporting factors in the aspect of management and the aspect of materials and information
espedally providing beach volleyball courts to be enough for a professional sport, (2) the management process of the beach
volleyball for being a professional sport which must focus on planning espedally the strategic planning and the aspect of
leading by organization leaders, (3) the sport indicators of beach volleyball for being a professional league which must increase
compensation and improve the aspect of communication and public relations, and (4) enhandng the cooperation of all
sectors for the  partnerships among public, private, and cvil sodety sector in order to develop sport business of the beach
volleyball for being a professional sport, and (5) providing beach volleyball toumaments as a pilot project and preparing for
extension in the future.

The body of knowledge gained from this research is that the Volleyball Association of Thailand and its
stakeholders can use the findings in this study as a guideline for the management of beach volley in Thailand to improve

management effidiency and to promote beach volleyball to be a professional sport of the future.
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