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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the achievement of honest
and equitable election management in Thailand 2) study the factors influencing the
achievement of honest and equitable elections and 3) propose approaches for
improving honest and equitable election management in Thailand. This study used
mixed methods of research which combined both quantitative and qualitative
approaches. The quantitative research was conducted by studying a sample of 400
individuals following Taro Yamane’s formula but in the end, the completed
questionnaires for 480 respondents were collected. They were selected from the
eligible voters nationwide in the 4 regions, from which 4 provinces were selected for
each region, with 30 persons from each selected province. They were selected by
multistage random sampling. The research tool for data collection was a 5 level
rating scale questionnaire with a reliability of 0.77. The statistics used for data
analysis were percentage, frequency, mean, standard deviation and the hypothesis
were tested by stepwise regression analysis. The qualitative research was conducted
by studying the relevant documents concerning the laws and policies of election
management both in Thailand and in foreign countries. The data were collected by
in-depth interviews with 36 key informants divided into 6 groups of 6 persons each.
These informants were representatives, members community leaders, election
commission officials, mass media personnel, instructors in academic institutes and
members of political interest groups. They were purposively selected and the data
were analyzed by content analysis and interpretation.

The research results were as follows:

1) The achievement of honest and equitable election management in
Thailand was, overall, at a high level (;=3.98, S.D.= 0.23). Considering each aspect
individually, we found that the equity aspect was at the highest (; =4.00, S.D.=0.29),
followed by the honesty aspect (§=3.95, S.D.=0.32). The equity aspect was at the
highest as the election management was performed based on the principles of good
governance which complied with democratic regimes. The honesty aspect was at the



lowest level because organizing the elections required too many officials to run the
process, and as it was quite difficult to control all of them.

2) The factors influencing the achievement of honest and equitable
elections consisted of 5 aspects (1) the aspect of voting campaign monitoring was at
the highest, followed by (2) the aspect of election officials monitoring, (3) the aspect
of election management process, (4) the aspect of vote monitoring and (5) the
aspect of candidate registration. These 5 variables explained 24.40 percent (R*=0.244)
of the variation of the achievement of honest and equitable election management in
Thailand at the level of significance of 0.05. The aspect of voting campaign
monitoring was at the highest as the people were very interested in the general
elections and the results of preventing vote buying were very good which helped to
increase the achievement of honest and equitable management in Thailand. The
aspect of candidate registration was at the lowest as the registration process was
clearly defined, and so it had less influence on the achievement of election
management.

3) The proposed approaches for improving honest and equitable election
management in Thailand were synthesized from the quantitative and qualitative
research and were composed of 5 principles: (1) the voting campaign should be
equitable among the candidates to promote equality, justice, transparency and
accountability and fair competition, (2) the number of governmental officials
involved should be reduced by increasing the people’s participation, following
allowing for this to be done, (3) the law concerning voting management and
candidate registration should be strictly enforced using set standards and without
allowing any wrong interpretations, (4) voting machines should be utilized and the
vote counting should be on-line in real-time to prevent vote box transferring and to
avoid corruption from the officials, (5) the people’s participation should be enhanced
to strengthen the value of elections as a democratic requisite. The promotion of
democratic development should be utilized as were as well to promote the
necessary knowledge to the younger generation so that they can better understand
and accept the country’s voting system when they become eligible to vote.



