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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the sustainable Buddhism
propagation strategies of the monks in the sangha administrative region 4-5, 2) study
the factors affecting the sustainable Buddhism propagation strategies of the monks
in sangha administrative region 4-5, and 3) study the problems and guideline
improvements for sustainable Buddhism propagation strategies of the monks in
sangha administrative region 4-5. This research was a mixed methods research which
combined quantitative and qualitative approaches. The quantitative research was
conducted by studying a sample of 364 people who were selected by proportional
stratified random sampling from a population of 4,325. They were all ecclesiastical
officials and consisted of provincial governors, ecclesiastical district officers, ecclesiastical
commune-chiefs as well as an abbot who had a mission of Buddhism propagation.
They were selected by stratified random sampling and simple random sampling. The
sample size was obtained by calculations done with Taro Yamane’s formula. The
data were analyzed using the statistics of frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation and stepwise regression analysis. The qualitative research was conducted
by studying relevant documents. and.theories-as well.as.conducting in-depth interviews
with 30 key informants-which _consisted of sangha administrators, some executives
and staff officers-of the National Office-of Buddhism. They were purposively selected.
A group discussion was conducted with 15 participants which consisted of experts on
Buddhism in sangha administrative region 4-5. They were also selected purposively.
The data were analyzed using content analysis.

The results revealed that:

1) The sustainable Buddhism propagation strategies of the monks in
sangha administrative region 4-5 were found to be at a high level (X = 357, SD. = 0.56).
While considering each individual aspect, was found that the Buddhism research
and development system aspect was at the highest level (X = 3.60, S.D. = 0.68),
followed by the aspect of promoted Buddhism thinking (X = 3.59, S.D. = 0.73), and
Buddhism with integration development (X = 3.53, S.D. = 0.76), respectively. The
studying showed that the current strategies were approaches for Buddhism propagation
that lacked concrete tactics, although the implementation was at a high level because the



sangha governing system had clear rules and procedures, orders and governing structure.
The implementation problems showed there was a lack of decentralization toward the
regions, and that rules and procedures for the current sangha were obsolete. The sangha
organizations must be reformed following rigorous Dhamma-discipline. In addition,
asset administration of temples must be transparent and accountable.

2) There were 2 factors affecting the sustainable Buddhism propagation
strategies of the monks in sangha administrative region 4-5. These 2 key factors had
a positive influence. Considering the prediction equation, from high to low of partial
regression coefficient, they were: (1) factor of doctrine in Buddhism propagation (B = 0.469)
and (2) propagation techniques (B = 0.359). These two factors explained 54.50 % of the
variation (Adjusted R® = 0.545) of the sustainable Buddhism propagation strategies of
the monks in sangha administrative region 4-5 at the statistically significant level of
0.05. The results of the qualitative research revealed that there were 2 more factors
affecting the sustainable Buddhism propagation strategies. One was the doctrine
used in Buddhism propagation which was the core Buddhist teaching that the Lord
Buddha used effectively in the past rather than pseudo-Buddhism. The other factor
was the propagation techniques which abided by the old method and should be
supplemented with more modern techniques, methods, online advanced
technologies and more efficient management.

3) Four important strategies were proposed for the sustainable Buddhism
propagation strategies of the monks in sangha administrative region 4-5: (1) strategy for
maintaining the essence of the Buddhist doctrine by upholding the Dhamma principle
to organize seminars to which the sangha could invite the public and private sectors.
They should also revise the content which is inscribed in the Dhamma principle in
Tripitaka so that it is in accordance with the current society and ensure it is in the
same direction for.all.of.the nation,.(2).strategy for presenting the essence of Buddhist
doctrine by using modern technology media and social netwarks. The sangha must
create innovative-propagation- media composed ' of projects, activities, and instructional
media using modern technology based on invitations to the private sector who has the
expertise for being advisors, after which the sangha should be able to implement them,
(3) strategy for reforming religious organization for sustainable development by reforming
the monastic organizations, education, social education work, the sangha Act and
religious relations. The reform must be more modern, more applicable and with the
sangha’s satisfaction nationwide, and (4) strategy for managing the propagation by
upholding management systems more effectively. The sangha should create more
propagators, develop propagation system, and propagation patterns as well as innovative
media. They should develop programs, projects, activities, and religious relations that
include promotion of the propagation with various religions.
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