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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to 1) investigate the diversity and status of bird and squirrel groups at
Valaya Alongkorn Rajabhat University (VRU), and 2) assess the habitat suitable for birds and
squirrels at VRU. Bird and squirrel data were collected using point count techniques at three
research zones in the VRU: natural wetland (NW), agricultural area (AA), and recreation areas (RA).
Each research region was assigned three spots that were separated by 100 meters. Birds and
squirrels were counted twice a day, in the morning and late afternoon, to document diurnal and
prospective nocturnal migration. From May 2020 to April 2021, data were collected every two
months. In the VRU, the %age frequency of occurrence (FQ) was used to classify birds into status
categories. One-way ANOVA was used to compare the diversity of birds and squirrels across study
areas, and the t-test was used to analyze the difference between wet and dry seasons.

A total of 47 bird species were identified, representing 29 families and 12 orders. With 22
species (47.7% of total represented species), Passeriformes was the most prominent order in the
research regions, while the other bird orders had 1-5 species in range. According to the results of the
bird status survey, the median value of the FQ varied from 83% to 100% for eight species: Streptopelia
tranquebarica, Artamus fuscus, Ardeola bacchus, Pycnonotus blanfordi, Columba livia, Geopelia
striata, Passer montanus, and Copsychus saularis. The least dominating species were identified as
twenty-two bird species, representing 16% to 30% of the FQ, with the majority of them being migratory
species. There are only two squirrel species and four subspecies: Callosciurus finlaysonii bocourti, Cf.
cinnamomeus, Cf. floweri, and Callosciurus erythraeus. The institution's squirrel species were all
categorized within the most common category, with 100% of the FQ. According to the findings of the
appropriate habitat evaluation, the AA had the most bird species (35 + 2.3 SD), followed by the RA
(27£1.8 SD) and the NW (17+2.5 SD; F-test; p>0.05). There was no statistically significant difference
between wet and dry seasons (28+2.0 SD vs. 23+1.9 SD; t-test; p>0.05). Nonetheless, squirrels were
present in all of the investigated places (p>0.05) and at all times of the year (p>0.05).

The research knowledge gained includes diversity information, duration of appearance, status,
and suitable residence of birds and squirrels, which can be used to develop bird and squirrel watching
activities to support ecotourism activities in the Valaya Alongkorn Rajabhat University under the Royal

Patronage area, which is also one of the contexts for raising conservation awareness.
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